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C OMMENTS

FROM THE

I hope everyone
had a Happy
Thanksgiving and
I wish all a Merry
Christmas and
Happy New-Year.
As we look forward to the New Year, the agenda for
our Spring Rally at the River Vista
RV Resort, Dillard, Georgia beginning April 26, 2016 is complete. The
registration form and the agenda are
listed in this issue of the Ledger. Plans
for our Fall Rally are underway and
the hosts, Stan and Sharon Nieminski
have selected the Hearthside Grove
Motor coach Resort, Petoskey Michigan. More information will be coming.
I hope members are planning on attending the DOAI Southeast rally at
the Lazy Days Campground, Seffner,
FL. Also the Fleetwood Motorhome
Association rally will be the week before the DOAI rally.

P R ESID ENT

Our chapter will host the 2017
DOAI Southeast Rally and our
rally chairman, Frank Cason will
be contacting members to help.
Mike Lecholop, Tom Leydic and
Stan Nieminski are on the nominating committee to select members to run for positions on our
board. The elections will be held
during the 2016 fall rally. I encourage all members to consider
running for a position.
I would like to welcome Kerry and
Carolyn Pinkerton of Harvest, Alabama to our chapter.
Hope to see you in Florida, Safe
travels

Charlie Harvell

Charles Harvell
President
Blue Ridge Discoverys
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Attached for your use at Pages 10-12 are the reservation applications for
our Spring Rally in Dillard, Georgia. Our hosts are doing a great job to
make it eventful so please sign up. Our hosts for the Fall Rally are working
diligently and will pass information on as they finalize their plans.
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“THE BLUE RIDGE DISCOVERYS WILL HOST THE 2017 SOUTHEAST DOAI RALLY AT LAZY DAYS RV
CAMPGROUND IN SEFFNER, FLORIDA.”

Greeting from Central Florida.
As the News Flash states the Blue Ridge Discoverys have been designated to host the 2017 SE
Region DOAI Rally in January of 2017. The rally dates will be January 22 nd to the 28th of 2017.
I have been designated to be the Rally Master, as such, I am looking for help from the BRD
membership. Our main goal at this point is to come up with a theme for the rally. In January while I
am at the SE Rally, I will be in contact with the campground management to start the coordination.
Hopefully I will learn what is expected of the chapter. The rally will be discussed at our chapter
meeting in Seffner. Please bring your ideas so they can be discussed at the rally. I have been told
that DOAI has a contract with Lazy Days for 100 sites. The agreed on price for a couple is $400.00 and
for a single $337.73. This price includes: camping site, food and entertainment. This price also includes breakfast and lunch each day. I am not sure as to how many night time meals are included or
how many night of entrainment, but I will find this out when I get to Lazy Days.
I have a list of the committees that will be needed for us to pull this rally off. My biggest concerns
now are: Goody Bags and Fillers; Door Prizes; Scheduling Events/Seminars; Women Events; Vendors
and a charity for the 50/50. Hopefully we can fill in all the blanks at the SE Rally this coming January.
If you are unable to attend the upcoming SE Rally, send me your thoughts and ideas so they can be
discussed. This is a chapter effort, so I need the help of all members.
Thanks, Merry Christmas and Happy New Year to you all.
See you in Florida.

Frank Cason
2017 SE Region Rally Master
cason.frank@gmail.com
423-552-5257
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It is time for everyone to renew their membership for the next two years. Dues remain $15
per year and are collected every two years in the amount of $30. Collecting dues every other
year reduces record keeping and eliminates the need for members to write checks yearly. I
will email an announcement to everyone on January 1st. Checks should be made out to Blue
Ridge Discoverys and mailed to me at the below address. Payments are due no later than
January 31, 2016. A membership from is on the last Page of this Newsletter should you know
of anyone who is interested in joining our Discoverys.
(Bob Zumwalt)

I am anxious to attend the Lazy Days Rallies. I will see my doctor in mid-December and will know then
if I will be able to join you. A Blessed and Merry Christmas to all. I miss you! (Eileen Haden)
Jim’s knee is the same but he does not complain too much. Brenda notices him putting ointment on it for
the nerve pain that runs up/down one leg. Hoping he will try a new doctor to get him relief and correct
the knee in 2016—strictly his call.
(Brenda Fairfax)
Wanda’s youngest son suffered a severe blow to the head about three weeks ago. We still do not know
how this occurred. He was taken to Saint Vincent Hospital ICU in Indianapolis where they performed
surgery to relieve pressure on this brain. He is now in a nursing home and we are just waiting to see if
he will recover fully or have permanent brain damage. This may impact our Florida plans this winter.
We will just have to wait and see.
(Bobby & Wanda Simpson)
Richard Money is still recovering from his back problems and a fall. Richard quit carrying stuff from the
basement!
Elaine Harvell is still experiencing back problems. She was doing so well when we
last saw her and hope this is just a temporary set back.
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As we get older our eyesight gets a little fuzzy, our limbs get a little stiffer and other parts may stop working altogether! Our resident Discovery repair technician (Frank Cason) and I were discussing fuses several
months ago. He stated that he had started replacing all of his fuses with the kind that light up when they
blow. I got to thinking about all of those fuse panels that Fleetwood fills our coaches with and the various
locations. Have you noticed that you sometimes have to stand on your head to read the fuse location and
lay down just to reach some of them? Well I did so I decided that I would also change out all of mine too.
Consider being on the side of the road, at night, in the dark with a blown fuse. Wouldn’t it be nice to take
the cover off and immediately know which fuse you need to replace? Now that is reality on my Discovery.
But I found out something even more interesting. Seems I have a solar panel that has never worked since I
bought my 2012 in Nov of 2011. While replacing the fuses I noticed a 10A fuse in a spot that was marked
5A on the cover. I replaced it with a 5A and it immediately blew. I tried a 10A and it blew also. So last
week while I was in Decatur with some other issues I had Fleetwood check that circuit. Seems when they
built it the technician crossed the power wires on the control panel during installation. When he put the
fuse in it blew so he put a bigger one in. When it blew he just left it for the dealer or new owner to solve.
Since we don’t do any dry camping had I not changed out the fuses I would never have known this problem existed. So much for Fleetwood quality control huh?? Anyway if you are interested in changing out
your fuses you can find them in a 30 piece set (both the standard and mini fuses) at the Harbor Tools store
in your area. Part # 67693 for the standard and # 67694 for the mini’s. Both run $8.99 for the thirty piece
set. You may have to get two depending on how many of each type you need. The only ones they don’t
have are the 3A fuse which I got from Del City Part # 88833 for the standard and #77403 for the mini. I
can’t remember how many I needed but I think they were priced less than a dollar a piece. Hope this helps!
(Bob Angus)
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Jim and I would like to wish all a Merry Christmas and Happy New Year? Brenda sees light at the end of
the tunnel..... working on that dissertation (a little head of schedule, and should be as she burns the midnight oil. Looking forward to Jim calling her Dr. Fairfax sometime in 2016 once Brenda gets over this
most difficult hump.... the dissertation!
We’re off to Brazil on December 11. Flying from Dulles to Rio and will get onboard Oceanias Marina for
a 10-day cruise of Brazil, Uruguay and Argentina. Celebrate anniversary and return stateside on December 23, so spending Christmas in Northern Virginia with family. Satellite stopped working in motorhome.
Noticed when Jim went to start it and put water in the batteries, as we haven’t been on trips! That’s probably why the satellite stopped working. Having a new one installed, and will be ready to move around
once Brenda completes the degree. (Brenda J. Fairfax)

2016 National Rally
The campground for the six-night National Rally is at Hickory Hill Family Camping Resort, Bath, New York. Seventy full
hook-up, 50-amp sites, with cable and WiFi are available and being
held for the Rally. Dates are 19 September through 25 September
2016. The campground is allowing three early days (16, 17, 18 September) and three late days (26, 26, 27). Early and late days are at
the rally parking rate. The lasts date to register is 15 August 2016.
Do not call the park. A registration form is in the “Discovery Express” Newsletter on page 23. I have included their Form on our
web page with the DOAI renewal on the second page should your
membership be expired.
http://www.blueridgerv.org/Travel.html
This area has wonderful food, scenery, hiking, wineries, museums and much more so make your reservations soon.

DOAI is still looking for someone to become Editor of the Discovery Express. Nina Soltwedel who does
a great job will be unable to publish the Newsletter after mid-2016 when she edits her 50th edition. DOAI
is asking anyone who is interested to get in touch with Nina.
doaiexpress@discoveryowners.com
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More from Washington, DC
During our last trip to Washington, Sue and I visited several military sites and installations. We camped
at Andrews Air Force Base, the home of Air Force One and Marine One. One of the don’t miss items
was the sunset parade at the Iwo Jima Memorial at Arlington Cemetery. There is a free shuttle that takes
you from the Cemetery parking area to the Memorial and back. Bring a lawn chair and arrive early. The
Marine Corps Band and the troops from Marine Barracks put on an awesome display.
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Just outside of the Marine Corps Base at Quantico, VA is the Marine Corps Museum. It is not on the base,
and it’s close to I-95, so it is easy to get to. It has a fabulous display of Marine Corps history and life in the
Marines. Well worth the visit. The highlight of our visit was meeting a Marine veteran from the battle of
Iwo Jima. He carried a flame thrower and was the only survivor of his 26 man platoon. What an inspiring
warrior!

(Courtesy of Pat Stanton)
If you are former or current military you should take advantage of this opportunity. Bob and I visit military installations when we travel and we have not been disappointed with the facilities.
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Savannah, Georgia
Recently, Sue and I and another couple made a short trip to visit the beautiful and historic city of Savannah. We
parked the RV at Skidaway State Park, which is very convenient to the city and nearby Tybee Island. They have
many large sites with 50 amp service. While there we took advantage of their cheap bicycle rentals and explored
the parks shady trails.
The timing of our trip was to visit the Taste of Savannah, a wine and food fest held downtown. It was a fun time
with some great culinary samples. Our admission included several tokens that are used to purchase the food. The
many wines, beers, and liquors were free! I would return to this fest if the opportunity was there.
Savannah offers many activities. On our first evening we went on a walking ghost tour. The guide tried to make it
interesting, but unless you’re into ghosts, I think you’d be as disappointed as we were. However, the walk along
River Street with its many shops, restaurants, and bars was exceptional. We dined at Hueys and would recommend it, but there is no shortage of good places to eat.

The Waving Girl Statue on River Street

Savannah was laid out in sections and is full
of small squares. This one had a memorial
to the Civil War
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We took a Segway tour to see the sights. What a blast! It’s a good way to see the city. We were kind of concerned
about riding the Segway giving our age and lack of coordination, but after about a 5 minutes lesson, we maneuvered the streets with ease. Our guide was very knowledgeable and fun. If you get a chance to do a Segway, go for
it. It’s fun and you really get to see the sites up close and personal. It’s like doing the walking tour without getting
tired.

One of the places the guide recommended was a visit to the synagogue. It was built to match the rest of the city
and really looks like an old Christian church. They offer tours and we got to learn about the early Jewish settlers to
Savannah. They have a small museum with some very interesting artifacts, including two very old Tora from the
1400’s, a circumcision kit, a menorah and many other artifacts. We were glad he recommended this and the Catholic cathedral, Saint John the Baptist.

Menorah and Other Artifacts
Tora
Circumcision Kit

History, the Arts, fine dining, pub crawling, or just relaxing.
Savannah has it all
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Blue Ridge Discoverys 2016 Spring Rally

Registration Form

River Vista RV Resort
20 River Vista Drive
Dillard, Georgia 30537
April 26 - May 1
Early Arrival: April 24-25
Name:

DOAI Number:

Arrival Date:

Departure Date:

Call River Vista Resort at 706-746-2722 to reserve your site. Tell them you are with the Blue Ridge Discoverys. Our rally rate is $26.99 per night (tax included) for the Super Premium Pull-Thru sites and
$20.24 for the Pool Pavilion Back-in sites. Make your reservation with River Vista no later than April 12,
2016. After this date, they will release all remaining sites held for our rally. See River Vista’s website for
cancellation policy. Park map is on page 3 of the Registration Form.
Rally Fee
Number of people attending rally:

X $32.50 each =

Rally Fee (late arrival - excludes welcome dinner)
Number of people attending rally:

X $22.50 each =

Golf at Sky Valley Country Club (Cost includes tax and cart fee)
Number of golfers:
X $45.00 each =
Breakfast at the Cupboard Café
Number of people attending the group breakfast at Cupboard Café:
Winery Tour and Tasting
Number of people attending winery tour and tasting at 12 Spies Vineyards & Farm:

Mail check and Registration form to: Bob Zumwalt
Please make check payable to Blue Ridge Discoverys
2969 Gavin Place
Duluth, GA 30096
Rally Fee
Rally Questions:

bz2@me.com
770-595-3886

Page 1 of 3
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Blue Ridge Discoverys 2016 Spring Rally
Campground

Agenda
Hosts
Bruce & Margaret Ellen
Charlie & Elaine Harvell
Mike & Retha Hopkins
Ron & Anne Spearman
Bob & Barbara Zumwalt

River Vista RV Resort
20 River Vista Drive
GPS: 960 Hwy 246
Dillard, GA 30537
706-746-2722

www.rvmountainvillage.com

Directions

April 26 – May 1, 2016
Early Arrival April 24-25, 2016

Direction to River Vista
Campground Map

Sun-Mon

Apr 24-25

Early Arrival

Tuesday
(Blue shirt)

Apr 26

8:00-9:00
5:00
6:00

Wake-up Call – coffee & conversation
Happy Hour – BYOB
Welcome Dinner (catered)

Wednesday
(Maroon shirt)

Apr 27

8:00-9:00
TBD

Breakfast at the Cupboard Café (Dutch treat)
Golf at Sky Valley Country Club
Day on your own
Board of Directors Meeting
Happy Hour—BYOB
Dinner on your own

4:00
5:00
6:00
Thursday
(Yellow Shirt)

Apr 28

8:00-9:00
12:40
5:00
6:00

Friday
(Green Shirt)

Apr 29

Saturday
(Blue Shirt)

Apr 30

Sunday

May 1

8:00-9:00
5:00
5:30
6:00
8:00-9:00

Wake-up Call - coffee & conversation
Leave for Winery Tour at 12 Spies Vineyards & Farm
 Appetizers provided by host team
Happy Hour - BYOB
Dinner on your own
Wake-up Call - coffee & conversation
Day on your own
Happy Hour - BYOB
Business Meeting
Catered Dinner
Wake-up Call - coffee & conversation
Day on your own
Happy Hour - BYOB
Dinner on your own
Checkout, goodbye, and safe travels

Note: Morning coffee, happy hour, and all other events are in the Mountain Village Center unless otherwise
stated.
Page 2 of 3
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Blue Ridge Discoverys 2016 Spring Rally
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Park Map
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FOR THE COOK
CRAB CHEESE BALL
(Sue Stanton)
2 8oz cream cheese, softened
1 can crab meat
1/4 cup chopped onion (I use green onions)
1/4 cup chopped green pepper
1 teaspoon lemon juice
Dash Worcestershire
Dash tobasco
1 cup chopped pecans
Mix all ingredients, except pecans. Form into ball. Let it sit in fridge overnight.

GRILLING TIPS
Perfect Hamburgers on a Grill
What's more American than grilling hamburgers? Hamburgers and hot dogs are the whole reason they
put grills in public parks. Burgers and hot dogs are the entire reason we show up at the stadium 6 hours
before the game (well, and beer I guess...). Like many other grilling recipes, people just need to slow
down and pay attention to details and technique to achieve burger grilling deliciousness.
1. Choose the right meat. Newsflash, some fat tastes good! Try ground chuck or sirloin. Try about 20%
fat.
2. Use high heat and cook them fast. Leave the lid open and don’t cook too long or they will be dry.
3. Be gentle with the meat a loosely packed patty makes for a juicy hamburger!
4. Don’t “squish” PLEASE, PLEASE, PLEASE don’t ever flatten or squish the burgers with a spatula
while they are grilling.
5. Flip only once and don’t cook to long (about 20 mins). Time varies based on the grill and thickness of
the hamburger.
6. Don’t skimp on buns. Try French hamburger buns.
7. Limit seasoning. A little salt and fresh ground pepper and/or garlic powder are good.
(Grilling Companion)
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ORDER FORM FOR BLUERIDGE MERCHANDISE
NAME: __________________________________________________________________________
ADDRESS: ________________________________________________________________________
PHONE/EMAIL: ___________________________________________________________________
Blue Ridge Discoverys Banner $25.00 Each

Number Ordered ___________

Blue Ridge Discoverys Caps $13.00 Each

Number Ordered ___________

Short Sleeve Blue T-Shirts (Enter Quantity below)
($8.00 Each)
Small _____ Med _______ LG _______ XLG ______
($9.00 Each)
XXLG _____ XXXLG _______
Long Sleeve Blue T-shirts (Enter Quantity Below)
($13.00 Each)
Small ____ Med ___ LG ___ XLG ___ XXLG ____ XXXLG ____
Short Sleeve Yellow T-Shirts (Enter Quantity Below)
($8.00 Each)
Small _____ Med _______ LG _______ XLG ______
($9.00 Each)
XXLG _____ XXXLG _______
Short Sleeve Maroon T-Shirts (Enter Quantity Below)
$8.00 Each)
Small _____ Med _______ LG _______ XLG ______
($9.00 Each)
XXLG _____ XXXLG _______
Long Sleeve Maroon T-Shirts (Enter Quantity Below)
($13.00 Each)
Small ____ Med ___ LG ___ XLG ___ XXLG ____ XXXLG ____
Blue Golf Shirts $30.00 Each (Enter Quantity Below)
Ladies:
Small ____ Med ___ LG ___ XLG ___ XXLG ____
Mens:
Small ____ Med ___ LG ___ XLG ___ XXLG ____
Yellow Golf Shirts $30.00 Each (Enter Quantity Below)
Ladies:
Small ____ Med ___ LG ___ XLG ___ XXLG ____
Mens:
Small ____ Med ___ LG ___ XLG ___ XXLG ____
OTHER ITEMS (Jackets, etc.) AVAILABLE UPON REQUEST
TOTAL COST OF ORDER $________________________________
(Make Check payable to Proforma AdMark)

Mail Order Form and check to:
Proforma Business Impact
1 Marcus Drive, Suite 104
Greenville, SC 29615
(864) 239-0050 (Fax) (864) 239-6611 or (cell) (864) 979-0107
nancy.quinn@proforma.com
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BLUE RIDGE DISCOVERYS BADGE ORDER

MR. KEN BADGES ‘N SIGNS
2505 Clintonville Road – Harrisville, PA 16038
Email: mrkenbadges@aol.com
(800) 398-8307
White/Blue badge with pin.
A magnetic “pinless” option is an additional $2. (Not recommended if you have a pacemaker)
Bolo tie and slide are available for an extra $2.50
NOTE: The pinless option and bolo option may both be used on the same badge
Phone ____________________________
Email_____________________________
Name______________________________
Address____________________________
___________________________________
___________________________________
Name as you want it engraved

________________________________________
Name as you want it engraved

______

Name Badges @$7.75

$___________

______

Bolos (Blue) (White) @ $2.50 ea

$___________

______

Magnetic Pinless Option @ $2.00

$___________

_____

Blue Ridge License Plate (6x12) @ $22.95

$ __________

______

Tag-up bracket for LP hanging @ $6

$ __________

______

Shipping & Handling $1.25 per badge;
$4 for LP & tag-up

$___________

TOTAL

$___________

Make check payable to “Mr. Ken” and mail to above address or fill out the information below for credit card sale.
You should receive your order within 3 weeks.
Payment by Credit Card:: _______ MasterCard _______ Visa _______ Discover
Account# ____________________________ CCV# (# on back panel) ___________
Name on Card_________________________________________________________________
Address ______________________________________________________________________
City ___________________________ State ____________ Zip __________________________
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BLUE RIDGE DISCOVERYS
A Chapter of Discovery Owners Association, Inc. (DOAI)
Membership Application

Membership is open to all members of DOAI. Dues are $15 per year and collected in two-year increments of $30.
Collecting dues every other year reduces recordkeeping and eliminates the need for members to write small checks
yearly. Initial dues are prorated at $1.25 per month in order to synchronize with this schedule. If you cancel your
membership, there is no refund for the current year. However, the next year will be refunded if already paid.
If your membership is mailed in:

In ODD number years,
your initial dues will be:

In EVEN number years,
your initial dues will be:

January
February
March
April
May
June
July
August
September
October
November

$15.00
$13.75
$12.50
$11.25
$10.00
$8.75
$7.50
$6.25
$5.00
$33.75 (2 yrs + 3 mon)
$32.50 (2 yrs + 2mon)

$30.00
$28.75
$27.50
$26.25
$25.00
$23.75
$22.50
$21.25
$20.00
$18.75 (1 yr + 3 mon)
$17.50 (1 yr + 2 mon)

December

$31.25 (2 yrs + 1 mon)

$16.25 (1 yr + 1 mon)

Mail this application and your check in proper amount to our treasurer:
Bob Zumwalt
2969 Gavin Place
Duluth, GA 30096

Phone: (770) 595-3886
Email: bz2@me.com

Date:

DOAI Member Number 1

Pilot’s Name:

Co Pilot’s Name:

Address:
City:
Home Phone: (

State: _____________
) ____-________

Pilot’s Cell: (

Zip:

) ____-__________ Co-Pilot’s Cell ____________________

Pilot’s Email: ________________________________ Co-Pilot’s Email ____________________________________
Discovery Year: _____________
Optional:
Pilot’s Birthday: _________
(mm/dd)
1

Length: ____________

Co Pilot’s Birthday:

(mm/dd)

Model:

Anniversary

(mm/dd)

You must be a member of DOAI to join. If your application has been submitted but you have not yet received your
member number, please contact Bob Zumwalt and he will coordinate with the DOAI Membership Chairman.
(Revised 1/24/2015

