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Discovery Express continues with the
Fall 2017 Issue

Another summer passes all too quickly, and the Fall season approaches (or is upon us)
depending on location.
With this issue, we turn our thoughts to the cooling temperatures as well
as the troubling weather events related to hurricanes Harvey and Irma,
and to all of those affected. While damage to the mainland US is
significant, the damage experienced by some of our neighbors in the
Carribbean, including the US territory of Puerto Rico, should grant us
all a moment to pause and reflect. Please keep all of those living in the
aftermath of both Harvey and Irma in your thoughts as the rebuilding
begins.

Members again are reminded of the resources and information available through the
group website at http://www.discoveryowners.com as well as the new message board at
http://groups.io. Classified Ads remain on the primary website, for those interested in
buying or selling ‘D’-related Fleetwood coaches, as well as parts, toads, and accessories.

The DOAI board of directors and staff hope that everyone enjoys a safe, happy, and
healthy Fall season as well as safe voyages for those able to continue with travels be
they large or small. 

Quarterly Question Contest
What was the late, great B. B. King’s first name?

Choices: (a) Ben

(b) Riley

(c) George

(d) Buford

Read through this issue of Discovery Express, find the
answer, and send in your entry. Please read the complete rules on page 11.
Contest is open now and closes at 11:59pm December 31, 2017. Good luck!

Results of the July contest: Congratulations to Jerry Barnes, winner of a year’s membership in DOAI. His name was selected from the fourteen correct responses to the
Quarterly Question in the July 2017 edition. The country which gave the Statue of
Liberty to America was France. A bit of history: The copper statue commemorated
the alliance of France and the United States during the American Revolution. It was
designed by French sculptor Frédéric Auguste Bartholdi and built by Gustave Eiffel.
The statue, a figure of a robed woman representing Libertas, a Roman goddess, was
dedicated on October 28, 1886. 
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President’s report

veryone, Donna and I pray for the victims of hurricanes Harvey and Irma. I just can’t imagine what
some of these people affected by these Hurricanes are
going through. It is amazing the wrath Mother Nature can
dish out. Hopefully we can all help them out in our own
way, but please at least pray for them. It has been so great
Ron Wacker
to see how all levels of our government have worked together both before the storms and after the storms. The good part coming
out of such devastating events is the people helping people. Strangers have
risked their lives and spent their own time, money and assets (boats and
high-water vehicles) to rescue people and animals. Donna and I want to
offer our heart-felt thanks to all the individuals, National Guardsmen, and
government people that are working to help the victims of these two hurricanes.
In a follow-up to the emails that Elaine Holley sent out for DOAI to our
members in Texas, Louisiana, Florida and Georgia, as of September 14, I
have only heard back from 86 of 221 possible Harvey victims and 26 of 200
possible Irma victims. So far, only a few members have shared that they received significant damage, and those that have had damage reported that
they are doing okay and don’t need help or assistance at this time. I have
left the door open in the event that they need help or assistance in the future.
If you did not receive our email and you did receive damage from these hurricanes and need help or assistance please, contact me with your needs.
On a lighter note, Donna and I enjoyed a 3-week rolling rally with 3 other
motorhomes from Florida, travelling to Linville, North Carolina. We sure
had a lot of fun and were able to visit lots of interesting places. We have
been spending the rest of the summer on our lot in Linville Land Harbor,
North Carolina. Right now it has been like winter in Florida up here, with
temperatures in the 40s and 50s at night and 60s and 70s during the day. It
has been very refreshing.
Please be sure to attend the National Rally in Shawnee, Oklahoma. The
clubs hosting the rally have put a lot of work into the rally to make it a very
memorable event. It seems like two of the main reasons people attend our
national rallies are 1) Meeting up with old friends and making new ones,
and 2) Technical seminars where they learn about their coach. I would like
to add a third one and that is having lots of fun. So please fill out an application if you haven’t already and attend and enjoy the national rally. Until
next time, best wishes for safe and happy travels to everyone. 

P

Member Care report

lease keep Pat Tracy in your prayers. She was very
ill this past summer, but is slowly improving. Also,
Felesa Baker had a second back surgery in August to
lengthen the spinal fusing in a previous operation.
Felesa is also slowly improving. Prayers are being said
Nina Soltwedel
for all those affected by Hurricane Harvey. May you
find relief from the devastation, and experience brighter days to come.
Please contact Member Care Coordinator Nina Soltwedel at
nina.soltwedel@gmail.com, or call 303.570.2736, when a DOAI member
is ill or hospitalized, or when someone in a DOAI member's family has
died. 
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Find your membership renewal date at
www.discoveryowners.com/login.asp
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National Rally Master’s report

ell, by the time you read this report the 2017 National Rally will be over. Did you miss a
great rally? I hope not, because the South Central chapters worked hard to give you a great
rally experience. Judy Bruton did a wonderful job as rally master, bringing all of the aspects of
the rally together. Thanks to Judy and her whole team.
Our next rally. . .well it’s not really just a rally. . . it is a 20 Year Anniversary Celebration!
Can you believe that the Discovery Owners Association, Inc. (DOAI) has been in existence for
MaryAnn Crowell
20 years? The very first rally was November 2nd thru 5th, 1998, in Perris, California. . . and here
we are now getting ready for a 20 year celebration!
For the 20 Year Anniversary Rally, get your maps and GPS pointed to Goshen, Indiana and the Elkhart County 4H
Fairgrounds. Save the dates of Monday, September 10, 2018 thru Saturday, September 15th, 2018, with early arrival
dates of Friday-Sunday, September 7th-9th, 2018.
The rally is in the heart of Amish and Motor Home Country. Attendees should plan on arriving early and spending
some time traveling off-the-beaten-paths through the vibrant communities of Elkhart, Goshen, Middlebury, Nappanee, Bristol, Wakarusa and Shipshewana.
We are working with our major vendors, and will have more news about their participation in the next newsletter;
I have already been contacted by some already, so we are looking for a good line-up of vendors and seminars.
The venue and caterer have been chosen and we have some of our members in place to tackle various positions
BUT we need MORE! So would you please consider volunteering to help? It’s not all work, and it will give you a
good sense of how these rallies are put together.
We are planning some special activities and events, and I also would like to hear from each and every one of you
as to what you would like to see and do. This is YOUR 20 year celebration, too. Please don’t wait too long to volunteer, however; if you want good entertainment and tours, we need to be looking and hearing from you now.
Anyone interested or willing is asked to please contact me at 254-644-6225 or macrowell979@gmail.com. The
Rally registration form will be online soon, so start marking your calendar and get those trip planners working. We
want a fantastic turnout for our 20 Year Celebration.
While the excitement builds for the 2018 celebration, don’t forget about Camp Discovery at Lazydays RV Resort
in Tampa, Florida earlier in the year. The Mason-Dixon’s are the planning chapter and they have some exciting
things already planned. The rally will be the kick off for our 20 Year Celebration, so if you have not already registered,
start making plans now for Camp Discovery. The rally dates are January 28th – February 2nd, departing on February
3rd, and the registration form is available online at www.discoveryowners.com.
Future rally plans include the possibility a national rally for 2019 in the southwest region, and 2020 in the southeast.
Anyone with ideas or suggestions as to where you would like to see a national rally, please let me know and I will
investigate and begin the national rally planning process. 

Quick Tip from Mark Polk - Don’t Forget Water Weight

Water weighs 8.3 pounds per gallon. A forty-gallon fresh water holding tank full
of water adds 332 pounds of weight to your RV. Depending on the type and size
of RV, you have the added weight and the movement of the water, and when
you're traveling, this can be a concern. You should only take the amount of water
that will be required to get to your destination and refill as required. Don't forget
your gray and black tanks, too. Try not to travel with full holding tanks, if at all
possible.

© Reprinted with permission. RV expert Mark Polk owns RV Education 101, a North Carolina based company that produces and sells educational videos, DVDs and ebooks on how to use RVs. Mark has more than
30 years of experience in RV maintenance. He retired from the U.S. Army in 1996 as a chief warrant officer
three, specializing in wheeled and track vehicle fleet maintenance operations. He and his wife, Dawn, started
RV Education 101 in 1999. They travel with their two sons in a 35 foot Class A motor home.
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Time to Vote...

John Baker

hile we participate in national elections in even-numbered years, DOAI elections take place
in odd-numbered ones. This is when we select our leadership for the following two years.
The process has evolved over the 19 years of our organization and undoubtedly it will change
more in the future.
The following folks have agreed to serve for the next two years. The Board of Directors sought
out highly-qualified folks to fill each office and are proud to present the following slate of
candidates:
President
Executive Vice President
Vice President for Development
Secretary
Treasurer
National Rally Master
North Central Region Vice President
Northeast Region Vice President
Northwest Region Vice President
South Central Region Vice President
Southeast Region Vice President
Southwest Region Vice President

Ron Wacker
Marshall Godwin
Keith Lindholm
Nina Soltwedel
Ricky Keen
MaryAnn Crowell
Bruce Plumb
Jeff Daly
Becky Hazen
Gary Osburn
Kerry Pinkerton
Jim Sullivan

Get acquainted with them by reviewing their brief bios starting on the next page. Thanks to each of them for agreeing to serve DOAI in leadership positions.
An official ballot is included on page 16, but you don’t really need it because on-line balloting is again available
to us. It will active beginning October 1, 2017 and will run through December 1, 2017. During that timeframe, go
to http://www.discoveryowners.com/voting.asp and follow the instructions.
If you prefer to print the ballot, follow the instructions on it, buy a postage stamp and put it in the mail. You may
do that. It must, however, be received no later than December 1, 2017.
A third available option is to mark a printed ballot that will be available at the national rally and deposit it in the
ballot box.
Remember: use only one method and only one vote per COACH is valid, not one per PERSON. This is not a
route selection; it is a time for pilots and copilots to agree!
“But wait”, you say, “there is only one candidate for each office?” That is right because we were simply unable to
find more qualified candidates to present. Vote anyway to demonstrate your support of these fine members for the
work they have agreed to do for DOAI. There is also opportunity for write-ins if you choose. We have had a Vice
President elected via write-in, so it can happen! Just be sure that if you write someone in, verify first that they will
agree to serve. 

T

Treasurer’s report

his will be my last note to all as Treasurer as I complete my two terms in the job. I thank you
for allowing me to serve, and I look forward to turning the books over to your new Treasurer,
Ricky Keen. Ricky is a Certified Public Accountant (CPA) whom I know will do a great job in
serving all of DOAI. He has been the DOAI auditor for several years and is very familiar with the
books and procedures. In fact, Ricky has provided me his greatly appreciated professional assistance
with our records on several occasions.
Dick Tracy
DOAI has been and remains in the very fortunate position of being in outstanding fiscal shape
with a treasury that should continue to meet our ongoing fiscal needs for the foreseeable future without a need to increase our annual dues. Our National and Regional rallies have operated with fiscal restraint, and we should give
thanks to our rally masters and to the sponsoring chapters for their excellent budgeting for those events while delivering great events at the same time. 
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Election Candidates October 2017
Office
President

Candidate
Bio
Ron Wacker Ron has lived most of his life in Florida, and began
RVing with his family around 1960. In his
professional life, he worked for a major computer
firm for 22 years as a systems programmer and
project manager. He started his own computer
consulting company in 1999, and now is (for the
most part) retired - albeit he dabbles with some
websites and small networks. Ron and his wife
Donna were among those who formed the Florida
Discovery Sunshiners chapter in 2011, where Ron
served as president for the first four years. During
that same time, he was the key coordinator for three
highly successful southeast region rallies at
Lazydays in Tampa, FL.
Vice President Marshall
Marshall has served DOAI as vice president for
Godwin
development (2006-2007), as president (20082011), as past president (2012-2015), and was
elected vice president for development for 20162017. He resigned that position later in 2016 to
accept the appointment to his current office when
then-executive vice president Jay Keneson sold his
Discovery. He is now eligible to be elected to his
first two-year term. Marshall and his wife, Becky,
reside in King George, Va.
Vice President Keith
Keith was appointed vice president for development
for
development Lindholm
– Development
in 2016 to fill out the unexpired term of Marshall
Godwin, when Marshall accepted the appointment
as executive vice president. Keith is now eligible to
be elected to his first two-year term as vice
president for development.

Secretary

Nina
Soltwedel

Nina and her hubby, Bob, bought their first
Discovery in 1998, and joined DOAI the following
year. They purchased their second Discovery, a
2005 39L, in 2004. Since joining DOAI, Nina has
served in variety of capacities, among them Rally
Registrar for seven national rallies (2001, 2004,
2009, 2012, 2014, 2016), and Editor/Publisher of
Discovery Express for twelve years (January 2004
through July 2016). She and Bob were charter
members and officers of Discovery Pioneers
chapter (DOAI’s first Chapter) as well as charter
members of D’Zonas chapter. Currently, they are
members of the Northwest Adventurers chapter. In
2016, Nina was appointed to fill out the term of
DOAI Secretary, left vacant when then-Secretary
Freddie Perry sold her Discovery.

Photo

(Continued on next page...)

October 2017

Discovery Express

Page 6

Election Candidates October 2017, continued
Treasurer

National Rally
Master

Ricky Keen

MaryAnn
Crowell

Ricky and his wife Debbie are full-timers and have
been DOAI members since 2010. They are among
the founding members of the Ozarks Discovery
Chapter, serving as chapter treasurer and Ricky has
chaired the DOAI Audit Committee since 2012.
Ricky was a partner in a local CPA firm based out
of Little Rock, Arkansas for 33 years before retiring
in 2012. He and Debbie have been married for 49
years and have one son and daughter-in-law and
three grandchildren. Ricky has served as his
church’s treasurer for 35 years and they are still
active in their church when not traveling.
MaryAnn and her husband Don live in Westphalia a small central Texas town. They now have their
second Discovery, which is a 2012 40X. They have
been full-timers for the last five years, but still own
(but rent out) their home in Texas.
MaryAnn and Don are members of the Texas
Discovery Roadrunners, where MaryAnn has
served in the past as vice president and newsletter
editor. When she is home, she is active in the altar
society, the Westphalia Senior Citizens group, and
the Westphalia Historical Society.
MaryAnn and Don are also members of Good
Sams, FMCA, FMA and FCOC; they try to get to as
many of those rallies as possible. Since joining
DOAI in 1999, MaryAnn served as DOAI
membership director from (2001 – 2004), national
secretary (2010-2013), and vice president of
development (2014-2015). MaryAnn has also
accepted the job of the first DOAI Historian.
MaryAnn has developed a good list of vendors for
us to use at future rallies as one result of being in
charge of finding and working with various vendors
for our national rallies. In January 2014 she was
asked to help out the then-current National Rally
Master by surveying possible sites for the 2015
National Rally in the North Central US. This
experience then led to becoming Rally Master for
our 2015 National Rally in Amana, IA and the 2016
National Rally at Bath, NY. She is currently
working with the South Central region on the 2017
National Rally in Shawnee, OK, plus looking ahead
to our 20 Year Celebration in 2018.
MaryAnn & Don have found the DOAI experience
a rewarding venture, and she would like to continue
to serve DOAI as the National Rally Master.

(Continued on next page...)
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Election Candidates October 2017, continued
North Central
Vice President

Bruce
Plumb

Bruce grew up in Texas and Kansas, lived in small
communities and loves rural America. He found his
bride Nancy (better known in these circles as Mrs.
Plumb) when he landed in Coldwater, KS in the 8th
grade. He earned a degree in engineering and spent
most of his career in Salinas, CA working for Dole
Food Company as Director of Engineering. During
his 25 year career at Dole, he designed vegetable
harvesting and processing equipment and physical
plants. He has also owned and operated several
small businesses.
Bruce and Nancy obtained their first motorcoach in
1988 and their Discovery in 2008. They camped
often with their children, and for the past 12 years
have been taking their grand kids on “See America
Tours” for 2 weeks each summer. Bruce still works
8 months per year and Nancy and he travel the other
4 months.

Northeast
Vice President

Jeff Daly

Northwest
Vice President

Becky
Hazen

Their first national rally was in Shawnee, OK in
2011. In April 2012, they formed a new DOAI
Chapter in Branson, MO; the Ozarks Discovery
Chapter, where Bruce has served as president since
inception. The chapter currently has 15 member
families.
Jeff was born and raised in Queens, NY. He and his
wife Karen have been married for 47 years and have
3 children as well as 8 grandchildren. A Vietnam
veteran, Jeff retired in 2002 from Verizon after 35
years as a Communications Technician. Since that
time, he has worked for 5 years as a contractor on
various Federal communications systems. Jeff and
Karen purchased a 2003 D 39S from a prior DOAI
member, who recommended that he join DOAI.
After contacts with Capt. Jack and Marshall
Godwin regarding issues with the coach, he knew
that becoming a DOAI member was the correct
thing to do. Jeff and Karen have enjoyed the rallies
and events, and anticipate future travels, adding that
“We are newer to motorcoaching, but glad we're
involved.”
Becky, an active member of Northwest Adventurers
chapter, has been secretary/treasurer of the chapter
for several years, and has attended national rallies
over the past years.

(Continued on next page...)
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Election Candidates October 2017, continued
South Central
Vice President

Gary
Osburn

Gary and his wife, Debby, began RVing in 1982
which they determined was the only motor home in
the market that suited their needs. Gary and Debby
were full-timers for five years and then decided to
purchase a “stick” home. At the same time (2005),
Gary decided to attend an RV tech school and
became a certified master RV tech. Gary has
provided excellent RV-related advice to many
DOAI members via the eGroup and at rallies.

Southeast
Vice President

Kerry
Pinkerton

Kerry Pinkerton and his patient wife Carolyn have
been married for 46 years, and they have two sons
and three grandchildren. Kerry has a BS and MS
from the University of Alabama (but is an Auburn
fan). An Army veteran, he worked as a TV reporter
and banker before completing his degrees and
moving into the computer arena in the mid 70’s. As
a senior manager with Hewlett-Packard Consulting,
Kerry traveled extensively in the US and abroad,
leaving Carolyn to do much of the raising of their
two sons. He retired from HP in 2001.
Kerry and Carolyn built their current home outside
of Huntsville, Alabama in 1985, doing 95% of the
work themselves.
While relatively new to their Discovery motorhome,
Kerry has been a life-long ‘gear head’ and has
restored many cars from the ground up. An interest
in shaping sheet metal led to a retirement business
building metal shaping tools called English Wheels.
He also teaches metal shaping and does projects for
other companies, including three large-scale artarchitectural projects in Indiana.
In addition to the never-ending project of their ’03
Discovery, Kerry is building from scratch an
aluminum bodied Art Deco roadster and an art
project named Monique. Other than singing in their
church choir, Kerry is usually found in his shop,
getting his hands dirty building, fixing, or breaking
something.

Avoid Holiday Weight Gain

(Continued on next page...)

The holidays are right around the corner. Here are three tips to help avoid the holiday weight gain:
Hydrate - Load up on water and vegetables before going to a party where food is the main attraction. Water
can help you feel full, and vegetables contain good amounts of fiber—helping you fill up. Downsize - Using
smaller plates keeps the Riley portions smaller—helping you eat less food. Think before you drink - Alcohol is
loaded with empty calories and can increase the potential for chowing down.

October 2017

Discovery Express

Page 9

Election Candidates October 2017, continued
Southwest
Vice President

Jim Sullivan Jim joined DOAI in 2013 after trading in his 2008
Discovery for a new 2013 Discovery. He went to
Camp Discovery in 2014, where John Baker
encouraged Jim and his wife Susan to start up a new
chapter in California.
As a result, Jim and Susan are founding members of
Discovery California. In January 2015, Jim was
appointed President by Mike Scott who was then
the DOAI Southwest Regional VP. Jim continues to
serve in that role today with Susan as Secretary for
Discovery California.
Although Jim and Susan have only been RVing
since 2010, they have traveled extensively
throughout the US and Canada. Their original 2008
Discovery (which they bought right after Susan
retired from teaching) only had 6500 miles on it.
When they traded it in 2013, it had close to 75000
miles. Their current 2013 Discovery now has 92000
miles on the odometer.
Jim took an early retirement from Hewlett Packard
after almost 30 years with the company, and then
started a manufacturing consulting company which
evolved into part ownership in a third company that
refurbishes personal computers. Jim then managed
the company’s manufacturing operation in Juarez,
Mexico that employed over 400 workers. Although
Jim is mostly retired currently, he is occasionally
Jim
is mostly
currently,
he is and
occasionally
called
upon toretired
meet with
customers
to consult
called
upon that
to meet
customers
and to consult
over issues
arisewith
within
the company.
over issues that arise within the company.

Sweet Potato And Peanut Stew

A tasty and hearty vegetarian dish with tomatoes, warm spices, and a touch of peanut butter. Easy to make,
and perfect for chilly evenings. Ingredients:

• 3 medium sweet potatoes
• 1½ tsp. ground cumin
• 1 can diced tomatoes
• 2 cans garbanzo beans
• 1 can vegetable broth (1 3/4 cups)

• 1 tbsp. olive oil
• 2 cloves garlic
• ½ tsp. salt
• ¼ tsp. ground cinnamon
• ¼ c. creamy peanut butter
• ½ c. fresh cilantro leaves
• ⅓ tsp. crushed red pepper (or chili powder, to taste)

Directions: Place potatoes in 2 1/2-quart microwave-safe dish. Cover dish and microwave on high about 8
minutes or until fork-tender. Meanwhile, in 5-quart to 6-quart saucepot, heat oil over medium-high heat. Add
garlic, cumin, salt, cinnamon, and crushed red pepper, and cook 30 seconds, stirring. Stir in beans, broth,
tomatoes, and peanut butter until blended; heat to boiling and cook 1 minute,
stirring occasionally. Reduce heat to medium-low; add sweet potatoes to bean mixture and simmer 2 minutes,
stirring occasionally. Stir in cilantro. Serve hot and enjoy.
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Making Your D “Smart”

couple of years ago, Amazon introduced the Echo. The Echo is a “smart” device that
opens many great capabilities just by talking to it. Around my house, the Echo has become the hub of my home automation system allowing me control and monitoring of the
HVAC, lights, garage and front doors and security cameras. Echo can give me news briefings,
play a song by title or artist, by playlist of songs, and also play almost any radio station or podcast. It can read a book or article to me and even play games with the grandkids . . .all just by
my talking to it. The Echo by Amazon adds more than convenience; it adds simplicity. It is
Bob Cook
much easier for my wife to tell the Echo “Watch the last episode of Deadliest Catch”, “Watch
Fox” or “Watch War for the Planet of the Apes” than it is for her to try to figure out which button
to push on the Home Theater system.
Smaller (and much less expensive) versions of the original Amazon Echo – the Dot, Tap, and Wand – recently
have joined the Echo lineup. Most currently, the Amazon Show joined the Echo family, incorporating a video display which works great with my video doorbell or for video chats with family and friends.
All that being said, the Dot is what this article is all about. It is inexpensive at only $50.00 ($40.00 on sale) and
it is USB powered. Coupled with its small size (about the same size as a hockey puck), it can go anywhere and
can do everything that the original Echo can do. When the Dot came out I just had to have one. Then, I had to
have another one. . . and another one…until I had four of them - which just goes to show how useful it is. Having
Dots scattered throughout the house allows its use as an intercom as well as the ability to play music throughout
the house. Having the Dot system in place was so much handier than having to carry a smartphone to turn on
lights, answer the doorbell, or listen to something.
And then it struck me. In the D, while driving or stopped we use our phone to listen to Old Time Radio shows,
podcasts and several stations scattered around the country. What a hassle it is to set this up and adjust the volume
and change the program selection on the cell phone, especially when driving. I could just put a Dot in the D and
just talk to it, which would be much simpler and safer. I now have two Dots in my D, one in the bedroom and one
on the dash.
WHAT YOU WILL NEED
1) You will obviously need an Echo Dot and a way to power it; the Dot comes with an AC adapter, but you can
also plug it into a cell phone cigar lighter plug or into your computer or charging station.
2) You will need an Internet connection. I tether the Dot via WIFI to my smartphone, but the ATT Mobley
hotspot is a good alternative if you need to tether more than a couple devices at the same time.
3) (Optional) Although the Dot has a decent speaker, you may want to connect the Dot to an external speaker.
The Dot has a 3.5mm audio jack and it also has Bluetooth. If your D's radio doesn't have Bluetooth, does it have
an audio input jack? If not, the easiest way to connect an external speaker is to use a stand-alone Bluetooth
speaker.
Now that you have everything, you just have to connect the Dot with your WIFI, and then ‘pair’ the Dot with
your Bluetooth device (or use the audio jack to connect to your D’s radio or the Dot's internal speaker). Next, use
your cell phone to add free Alexa “skills” to your Dot to play radio stations, songs, podcasts, etc and you are good
to go. As of 7/1/2017, there are over 12,000 skills available to do almost anything you need. Fortunately, the skills
are aggregated by function and you can also search among the functions. I use the TuneIn, iHeart and AnyPod,
Kindle and Pandora skills along with various skills for specific radio shows (Gunsmoke, Dragnet, etc). Just search
for whatever you want to do and you can probably find a skill for it.
This is SO convenient that I added a Dot to my toad! It takes the Dot about half a minute to boot up and autoconnect via Bluetooth to the radio in the toad. By the time we are all buckled up and ready to go, so is the Dot.
Nothing required on my part.
Now my D and my toad are “smart”! 

Flu Vaccine Reminder

It’s time for flu shots again – the USFDA has announced guidelines for the 2017-2018 flu season.
More details at:

www.fda.gov/BiologicsBloodVaccines/GuidanceComplianceRegulatoryInformation/PostMarketActivities/LotReleases/ucm567865.htm
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Quarterly Question Contest Rules

ach issue of Discovery Express will feature a question on the front page, and the answer will appear somewhere within. Find the answer and submit the response. A drawing from all correct responses will be made,
and the winner will receive a year’s free membership in DOAI.
Contest Details
1. The quarterly question will appear on the front page of Discovery Express. The answer
to each quarter’s question will be a word or a year. It will not be highlighted in any way
except that, if the answer is a proper noun, it will be capitalized. It will be contained somewhere within the newsletter.
2. Entries are to be emailed to Nina Soltwedel (nina.soltwedel@gmail.com) and must
contain:
a. The member’s name and contact information
b. The page number where the answer is found
c. The complete sentence in which the answer is contained.

3. All DOAI members are eligible to participate. A member is a coach, thus one entry per coach per quarter. A
member is limited to one win each calendar year.

5. The contest will open the first day of the month of that issue and close the fifteenth day of the succeeding
month of that quarter. Entries may not be submitted until the first day of a quarter (January, April, July, October),
and must be received by Nina no later than 11:59pm the fifteenth day of the second month of a quarter (February,
May, August, November). Responses received before the opening date will be disqualified.
6. The receipt of an entry will be acknowledged via email. One winning entry will be drawn from all correct
entries.
7. The succeeding issue will name the previous quarter's winner and announce the new question.
8. The DOAI Board of Directors reserves the right to terminate the contest at any time.

If you have any questions about the contest, please contact Nina (nina.soltwedel@gmail.com). 

RV Humor “Famous Frank”

An RVer drops his coach off for service and walks out to the highway and flags down a taxi
just going by. He gets into the taxi, and the cabbie says, 'Perfect timing. You're just like
Frank.' RV Passenger: 'Who?' Cabbie: 'Frank Feldman. He's a guy who did everything right
all the time. Like my coming along when you needed a cab, things happened like that to
Frank Feldman every single time.' RV Passenger: 'There are always a few clouds over everybody.' Cabbie: 'Not Frank Feldman. He was a terrific athlete. He could have won the GrandSlam at tennis. He could golf with the pros. He sang like an opera baritone and danced like a Broadway star
and you should have heard him play the piano. He was an amazing guy.' RV Passenger: 'Sounds like he was
something really special.' Cabbie: 'There's more... He had a memory like a computer. He remembered everybody's birthday. He knew all about wine, which foods to order and which fork to eat them with. He could fix
anything. Not like me. I change a fuse, and the whole street blacks out. But Frank Feldman, he could do
everything right.' RV Passenger: 'Wow, some guy then.' Cabbie: Frank, he never made a mistake, and he really
knew how to treat a woman and make her feel good. He would never answer her back even if she was in the
wrong; He was the perfect man!' RV Passenger: 'An amazing fellow. How did you meet him?' Cabbie: 'Well, I
never actually met Frank, he died. I married his widow.'
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DOAI officers/chapters/committees/website

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

President
Ron Wacker, 4155 Grandchamp Cir.,
Palm Harbor, FL 34685-1094;
813.240.6552;
discovery@rvfunhome.com

Executive Vice President/Registered Agent
Marshall Godwin, 8071 Windsor Dr,
King George VA 22485-5210;
540.663.3725; 540.379.6767;
marshall@megodwin.com
Vice President for Development
Keith Lindholm, 14612 Balgowan Rd,
Miami Lakes FL 33016-6405;
305.525.5197; kjlindholm@yahoo.com

South Central Region Vice President - SC
(AR, LA, OK, TX)
Gary Osburn, 303 Silver Sage Dr, Del
Rio TX 78840-2151; 830.899.3037;
210.859.6185;
garyanddebby@yahoo.com

Northwest Region Vice President- NW
(AK, CO, ID, MT, OR, UT, WA, WY,
AB, BC, NT, SK, YT)
Bob Soltwedel, 4736 Harwich St,
Boulder CO 80301-4217; 303.513.8548;
bob.soltwedel@gmail.com

Noreaster Discoverys (NE)
Bob Stewart, 6948 Rte 60 S, Cassadaga
NY 14718-8991; 716.679.8991;
zetapig@netsync.net

Southeast Region Vice President - SE
(AL, DE, FL, GA, KY, MD, MS, NC,
SC, TN, VA, WV)
Northwest Adventurers (NW Region)
Kerry Pinkerton, 284 N Dayhill Rd,
Harvest AL 35749-9569; 256.679.4488; Gilbert (Wally) Wallington, 1729 S
Fairway Dr, Pocatello ID 83201-2311;
pinkertonk@mchsi.com
208.237.4655; gwallington@juno.com
Southwest Region Vice President - SW
Ozarks Discovery (NC Region)
(AZ, CA, HI, NV, NM)
Bruce Plumb, 4384 State Hwy Y,
Position Vacant
Galena MO 65656-4604;
417.239.4544; 417.239.4502;
bplumb@centurytel.net

Secretary/Member Care
CHAPTERS
Nina Soltwedel, 4736 Harwich St,
Boulder CO 80301-4217; 303.570.2736; Blue Ridge Discoverys (SE Region)
Richard Money, 2806 Kivett Dr,
doaisecretary@discoveryowners.com
Greensboro NC 27407-9745;
336.355.9995; 336.392.9580;
Treasurer
Dick Tracy, 6 Cambridge Ct, Fleetwood rmoney39@gmail.com
PA 19522-1018; 610.207.2016;
Discovery California (SW Region)
dtracy@ptd.net
Jim Sullivan, 2238 Emerald Cir, Morro
Bay CA 93442-1588; 408.623.4701;
National Rally Master/Historian
ssull5213@aol.com
MaryAnn Crowell, 207 County Rd
3000, Lott TX 76656-3828;
Discovery Texans (SC Region)
254.584.2400; 254.644.6225;
Judy Jo Bruton, 7212 61st St, Lubbock
macrowell979@gmail.com
TX 79407-8224; 361.537.8986;
harry@bruton.com
Past President/Nominating
John Baker, 8419 Clover Leaf Dr,
D’Zonas (SW Region)
Richmond TX 77469-4867;
Larry Hawkins, 894 W Diamond Rim
281.341.7177; 281.814.0004;
Dr, Casa Grande AZ 85122-7894;
bakerjohn@swbell.net
209.914.0751; tackesailors@yahoo.com
North Central Region Vice President - NC
(IL, IN, IA, KS, MI, MN, MO, NE, ND, Florida Discovery Sunshiners (SE Region)
Mark Salomon, 6625 Thoroughbred
SD, WI, MB, ON)
Loop, Odessa FL 33556-1814;
Bev Kaiser, 34801 Pheasant Rdg,
813.920.5071; 813.240.9338;
Richmond MI 48062-1834;
salomon.mark@gmail.com
586.615.2263; bjk601@comcast.net

Northeast Region Vice President - NE
(CT, ME, MA, NH, NJ, NY, OH, PA,
RI, VT, NB, NL, NS, PE, QC)
Jeff Daly, 19 Glover Dr, Dix Hills NY
11746-6517; 631.586.1327;
516.241.3133; jrdaly48@optonline.net

Midwest Discoverers (NC Region)
Jerry Call, 6825 County Road 16,
Butler IN 46721-9417; 260.868.2580;
260.927.5397;
jcallnorthpond@netzero.com

Louisiana Mudbugs (SC Region)
Don Burgess, 144 Gunter Rd, Pineville
LA 71360-9194; 318.449.3595;
318.613.6819; donem642@att.net

Mason-Dixon Discoverys (SE Region)
Dick Tracy, 6 Cambridge Ct, Fleetwood
PA 19522-1018; 610.207.2016;
dtracy@ptd.net

So Much Awaits You At The National Rally

Texas Discovery Road Runners
(SC Region)
Melissa Plowman, 4911 Andria Dr,
Wichita Falls TX 76302-3513;
940.761.4403; daamommy@aol.com

COORDINATORS AND WEBSITE

Audit
Ricky Keen, 8 Beaver Creek Loop,
Roland, AR 72135-9749;501.247.2124;
rkeen120@gmail.com

Founder/President Emeritus
Jim Devine, 10321 Jacob Ct, Fairhope
AL 36532-4534; 970.209.4757;
f195810@gmail.com
Membership Coordinator
Elaine Holley, 2317 Fran Cir, Clyde
TX 79510-3441; toll-free
888.594.6818;

doaimembership@discoveryowners.com

Merchandise Coordinator
Jody Bruce, 25340 Plum St,
Brooksville FL 34601-4716;
813.744.0411; 813.629.0498;
bruce7073@gmail.com

Webmaster
Bob Cook, 876 Higgins Ave, Deltona
FL 386.860.8274;
webmaster@discoveryowners.com
Website
www.discoveryowners.com

Discovery Owners Association, Inc.,
established in 1998 by and for owners
of Discovery motor homes by
Fleetwood RV, Inc., as a non-profit
social organization.

Here’s just some of what awaits you at the National Rally: Meeting up with old friends and making new ones, technical
seminars and having lots of fun! Fill out an application if you haven’t already!
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Membership Coordinator’s report

ince our last issue of Discovery Express, please “Welcome” our new and reinstated members
listed here. Please make them feel at home in DOAI, encourage them to get involved, and introduce them to our many chapters. It is still the best place to meet and make new friends. We
continue to ask members to refer new members to DOAI. Remember, after three referrals, you
will receive a one-year free membership. Congratulations and a free year’s membership goes
out this quarter to: Bill & Anne Humphrey.
Elaine Holley
Two reminders to our members: (1) If you have changed your email address and not sure if
you let us know, please confirm your subscribed email address is correct as shown when you first
login to the DOAI website. If it is not correct, please send me an email at
doaimembership@discoveryowners.com. Please remember that email is our major means of communication and is
required in order to receive our Discovery Express newsletter each quarter.
(2) Also, we continue to encourage all our members to share information about DOAI in your travels. For every
three referrals, members will receive one year of free membership. The same goes for winners of the Quarterly
Question Contest. 
Larry/Ellen Amato, Sterling MA
Jim/Maggie Baber, Springboro OH
Terry/Gail Baird, Macomb MI
Chris/Lisa Ballesteros, Summerville SC
Daniel Barker, Glendale AZ
Ray/Kay Barnett, Escondido CA
Robert Barton, Cedar Hill TX
Rodney/Julianne Booth, Denton TX
Daniel Brown, Castle Rock CO
Russ Buckwalter, Yona GU
Clayton Caessens, Pensacola FL
Joseph Cassidy, Winter Garden FL
Talis/Helen Chalk, Pensacola FL
David Clements/Pam Martin, Mulino OR
Billy/Alessia Colquitt, Sumter SC
William/Patricia Corbett, Melbourne FL
Tim/Carol Curtin, Centennial CO
Dan Darling, New Berlin IL
Tina/Marty Dartez, Ragley LA
William De Berry, Duncan OK
Kevin/Ami Dinsmore, Smyrna DE
Matthew/Kelli Ditzler, Fort Worth TX
William/Denise Donohue, Conroe TX
Mike/Dean Doty, Peoria AZ
Larry/Tracie Dunn, Rosenberg TX
Dwayne/Cynthia Eppers, Tomah WI
Edwin/Eva Estes, North Augusta SC
Michael/Gail Farrell, Port Isabel TX
Clint/Brenda Fouts, Sun City AZ
Earl/Sandra Freeman, Evans GA
Robert/Nan Green, Park City UT
Shadd/Kim Grigsby, Goshen IN
Kristen Griswold, Marble Falls TX
Earl/Jane Hatchet, Panama City FL

Vern/Linda Hawkins, Finchville KY
Joseph/Connie Hebert, Erath LA
David/Linda Hinds, Great Falls MT
Thomas/Lydia Hines, Brooksville FL
Gregory/Carol Holbrook, Croswell MI
Cyndi/Craig Jones, Stockbridge GA
Larry/Lois Jones, Tujunga CA
John/Joan Jurzysta, Shelby Twp MI
Pam Kazarian, Racine WI
Paul Knoop, Clearwater FL
Gary/Gill Krueger, Neenah WI
Melinda Larose, Port St Joe FL
James/Patricia Lee, Los Lunas NM
Missi/Chris LeFave, Mount Pleasant SC
David/Sherry Logan, Keller TX
David/Sharon Lowe, Tucson AZ
Todd/Tina Magaha, Hamilton VA
Michael/Sara Malecha, Faribault MN
Frank Manno, Sarasota FL
Manuel/Joi Marqués, Weston FL
John Marshall, Iowa City IA
Jack/Carnell Mattlin, Lancaster OH
Jason McNeill, Woodstock GA
Mark/Nancy Melliere, St Charles MO
Hans Meyer, Livingston TX
Dean/Linda Millhouse, Piqua OH
Christine Mitchell/Brian McInnes,
Glen Rock PA
Jason/Yvonne Nolan, Boxford MA
Tony/Sherri Noonkester, Broken Arrow OK
Robert/Deb Norman, Franklin IN
Bill Nuzzo, Irwin PA
Rodney/Kathy O'Dell, Santa Rosa CA
Ronald/Becky Owen, Akron OH

Archie/Sharon Phlegar, Huntington WV
Mike/Leslie Pratt, Louisville KY
Dan/Darlene Puckett, Williamsville NY
Garry/Libby Ragland, Goode VA
Lee/Sharon Rainville, Mattawa ON
Brian/Kristin Robertson, Edwardsville IL
Barry/Debra Robinson, Jacksonville TX
Gary/Denise Rogers, Pasadena MD
Curtis Russell, Rockwall TX
James Russell, White Oak NC
William/Catherine Sanders, Cayucos CA
Thomas Scarpello, Omaha NE
Kenneth Scavone, Sweet Valley PA
Victor/Brenda Schisler, Huntington Beach CA
Kevin D Smith, Mebane NC
James/Diana Sotis, Pebble Beach CA
Edward/Becky Spalding, Louisville KY
Doug/Cheri Sutton, Valley View TX
Paul Swilley, Missouri City TX
David Texeira, Key West FL
Mark/Jan Thomas, Bakersfield CA
Troy/Lois Thompson, Fountain Valley CA
Glenn/Rhonda Tucker, Sanford NC
David Vaughn/Todd Russo, Cypress TX
Bill Ward, Hampton NH
Larry/Betty Wendling, Mt Erie IL
Travis Wier, San. Angelo TX
David Williams, Vista CA
Brenden/Pamela Wirth, Mankato KS
Margie Woodard, Corrigan TX
Michael Wright, Riverside CA
R J/Yvonne Young, Waycross GA
Randy/Shelley Zaninetti, Jensen Beach FL
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Region and Chapter reports
Discovery California chapter

ur chapter continues to grow with
3 additional members this month;
Troy and Lois Thompson, Bill and
Catherine Sanders, and Jim and Janet
Lamphere. There are DOAI members
in California who are not yet members
of California Discovery who we
Chapter prez
would
like to invite to any of our rallies.
Jim Sullivan
Who knows - they might enjoy this funseeking and informative group.
We had a delightful impromptu invitation from Frank
and Fonda Petronzio on Tuesday, August 15 to join them
in Idaho to view the solar eclipse. The Petronzios were
leaving on Wednesday, and Susan said “Why not”? We
cancelled appointments, packed up the Discovery, and
left the following morning for a drive to Rigby, Idaho roughly 1100 miles. Our destination was a freshly-cut
hayfield where we were in a perfect spot to see the
eclipse. Fonda and Frank took lots of photos and posted
them on the Discovery California’s Facebook page. We
found out that we were not the only ones from Discovery
California that journeyed to watch the Eclipse; the Zantos
were in Wyoming, the Andersons in Washington, the
Jones in Montana, and the Rickelmans journeyed to Oregon. Prior to the invitation from Frank and Fonda, I had
not given the eclipse much thought, but I was extremely
pleased with the road trip and viewing the total eclipse.
Had I known that there was so much interest, we could
have planned a rally in Mitch’s hayfield. So now that we
know the next Solar Eclipse is going to be in 2024, we
can start making plans for a rally somewhere in Texas. .
. hopefully in the hill county.
Coming up, the plan for Albuquerque’s Balloon Fiesta
Rolling Rally has continued to surprise us with the reception from our club. There are now 12 rigs signed up.
Our journey will start in Laughlin, NV and will travel for
14 days - on to the Albuquerque Balloon Fiesta - and ending up in Wickenburg, AZ. We will have stops in Sedona,
Las Cruces, and in the old west town of Tombstone, AZ.
We are not sure how the rolling rally is going to work out
exactly, but we thought that we would give it a try. We
thought we would give it an opportunity and if it works,
we may plan one for 2018 up to Astoria, Oregon.
After the Balloon Fiesta Rally, Discovery California is
having a Turkey Feast in the fabulous wine country of
Paso Robles on November 10-12, 2017. The board members will be hosting this event and are planning a great
fun-filled weekend. The hosts even arranged a gathering
at the Eberle Winery for a special tour of their wine caves
and a private tasting of their wines. In the Paso Robles/
SLO wine region there are more than 300 wineries to
visit if one has the time and inclination. After the turkey
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feast, we also will be conducting our annual membership
meeting. Nestled in the wine country of Paso Robles is
the Vines RV Resort that offers fantastic luxury accommodations and amenities that are sure to impress. Come
and join us for some great BBQ turkey!
The board also is working on ideas for rallies for 2018.
One thought is a rally up near Monterey, CA at the old
Fort Ord site. We are also thinking of a rally on the site
of the Santa Maria Elks Rodeo in Santa Maria, CA in
May. Other ideas include the possibility of a rolling rally
to the Nationals (wherever that maybe).
While we were on our Eclipse road trip, Larry Hawkins
of the D’Zonas invited our chapter to join them down
Mexico way at Puerto Penasco - or as they say in Arizona, Rocky Point. He has 10 rigs going and maybe a
few more from Discovery California. This rally is
planned for early February.
Discovery California hopes to see some (or all) of you
at an upcoming rally. 

T

Discovery Texans chapter

he Discovery Texans do not have
rallies during the summer
months…it’s just way too HOT in
Texas. We will begin or scheduled
fall rallies in November 2017.
Our chapter is happily growing with
two new memberships; Mel and
Chapter prez
Judy Jo Bruton
Becky Pless of Houston, Texas and Ed
and Madolyn Tomlin of Lake Kiowa,
Texas. Welcome!!!!!
Discovery Texan rallies are all planned to follow a
schedule of Wednesday through Saturday, departing on
Sunday. We will be attending our last chapter rally for
2017 on Wednesday, November 8 – 11(depart 12th) at
Coffee Creek RV Resort and Cabins in Santo, Texas.
During this rally we will be electing our incoming officers (President and Vice President) for the 2018-2019
terms.
Our scheduled 2018 rallies are as follows:
January 10-13 (depart January 14) Bushman’s RV Park,
Bullard, TX
March 21-24 (depart March 25) Skyline Ranch RV
Park, Bandera, TX
May 16 –19 (depart May 20) American RV Park,
Corsicana, TX
November TBD
If you would like to join us, you will find our guest registration form on the DOAI website. We love to have
guests. (http://discoveryowners.com/DTEXGUEST.pdf)
Hope to see y’all in the near future. Safe travels everyone. Submitted by Susan Smith, Secretary. 
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Region and chapter reports, continued
Texas Discovery Road Runners chapter

TexasStrong is wishing the best to all our coastal neighbors as they work to rebuild. Port
Aransas’ Pioneer RV park (our favorite) didn’t fare well tangling with Harvey, but I have heard
that they will be working to be better than ever. Here’s wishing them Godspeed.
Now that fall is getting closer, we are looking forward to spending more time in the D and heading out across this great country. Our national rally is being held in Shawnee, Oklahoma, in a
beautiful area with lots of history. Many of us with Texas roots can also claim roots to the state
to our North. My husband’s grandfather was born in OK the year it became a state, so he was
Chapter prez
christened
Fred “Oklahoma” Ikard.
Melissa Plowman
We presently are just down the road from the National Rally on the Red River border, so I will
attest that the weather in this part of the country is wonderful in October! I hope to see many of you at the National
Rally in Shawnee.
Later this year, the Texas Discovery Road Runners will be visiting San Angelo for Christmas at Old Fort Concho,
12/1-12/5/2017. If you’re interested, please let me know and I will keep you in our club loop. We love making new
friends.
We hope to hit Galveston 3/28- 4/2/2018.
Laugh. Make Memories. Tell Stories. 

Johnson’s Creek RV Resort in Ingram, TX

T

Blue Ridge Discoverys chapter

L to R: Pam & Terry Shoemaker and
Michael & Peggy Bingham

he Blue Ridge Discovery’s have enjoyed a wonderful hibernation since our last rally in
April at Cape Hatteras, NC. It is now the season to get together and enjoy our RV’ing
friends again.
In a couple of weeks we will meet in Orange Park, AL for our fall rally. Included is a visit to
the US Naval Air Museum at Pensacola, FL. A contingent of Blue Ridgers are scheduled to caravan from Orange Park to the National DOAI Rally in Shawnee, OK.
The club will then take time off for the holidays and start up again in 2018 with FMA and
Chapter prez
Richard Money
Southeast Regional at Lazydays. Make sure to make your reservations if you have not done so
yet.
Plans for our first club rally of 2018 are progressing well for April at Savannah, GA. We will have available lots
of local food opportunities and loads of time for touring Savannah and the surrounding region.
Please keep in mind all of our members who are ill and on the mend from their surgeries.
Safe travels until we gather again. 
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Voting Instructions for 2017 DOAI elections
1. Print this page and then mark your ballot.
2. Vote for one person for each office. If you vote for a
write-in candidate, please print the name so there is no
misunderstanding.
3. Vote ONLY for your region’s candidate for region vice
president. If you vote for more than one region vice
president, no region vice president vote will be counted for
your ballot.
4. Mark your boxes clearly.
5. After voting, place in envelope and mail to John Baker,
8419 Clover Leaf Dr, Richmond TX 77469-4867.
6. IMPORTANT: Place your membership number and twoletter region in the upper left-hand corner of the envelope.
If you do not remember your membership number, contact
DOAI Membership Coordinator Elaine Holley at
doaimembership@discoveryowners.com. You can
determine your region by looking at the list of officers in

7.
8.

:

9.
10.

this issue. The region vice presidents’ coverage is listed by
each name.
Only dues-current members are eligible to vote. If your
dues are not current as September 15, 2017, your vote will
not be counted.
When your ballot is received, the information in that upper
left-hand corner will be used to make sure your
membership number coincides with the correct region (no
name on the region list, just numbers). If the number is of
a current member, the envelope is opened and the ballot is
checked that a region vote is for the correct region. No one
will know how you voted. Only one ballot per coach.
Ballots without a membership number and region letters in
the upper left-hand corner of the envelope will not be
counted, and will be discarded.
IF YOU VOTE AT THE NATIONAL RALLY, OR VOTE
ELECTRONICALLY, DO NOT USE THIS BALLOT.

Ballot
President
G Ron Wacker

G

Executive Vice President
G Marshall Godwin

G

Vice President for Development
G Keith Lindholm

1234 NC

Executive Officers
– Write-in votes go below – print name and check box. –

G

Secretary
G Nina Soltwedel

G

Example of
info for upper
left-hand corner
of mailing
envelope.

Treasurer
G Ricky Keen

G

National Rally Master
G MaryAnn Crowell

G

Region Vice Presidents
º Vote ONLY for the candidate representing YOUR region »
North Central Region (NC)
G Bruce Plumb

G

Northeast Region (NE)
G Jeff Daly

G

Northwest Region (NW)
G Becky Hazen

G

South Central Region (SC)
G Gary Osburn

G

Southeast Region (SE)
G Kerry Pinkerton

G

Southwest Region (SW)
G Jim Sullivan

G

Ballot
must
reach
John
Baker
no later
than
Dec.1,
2017.
Ballots
received
after that
date will
not be
counted.

